
Jan u ary 15 Club Meet ing

+ Malcolm Keown, W5XX, will be
speaking about the thrills of 160 meter
DXing!

+ An other $50 door prize will be given
away!

+ The W5PFC club sta tion will be on the
air at 6 PM.

+ Club meet ings are held at 7 PM on the
third Thurs day of the month at the
Amer i can Red Cross build ing, 875
Riv er side Drive in Jack son, just south of 
Murrah High School.
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FCC an nounces new Uni ver sal
Li censing Sys tem In ter face

From the ARRL Bul le tin

The FCC un veiled a new on-line fil ing in ter face for its
Uni ver sal Li censing Sys tem (ULS), on the web at
http://wire less.fcc.gov/uls which in cludes the Am a teur
Ser vice. Among other fea tures, the ULS’s new look
in cludes eas ier-to-read on-screen forms that guide us ers
through fil ing and sim plify such rou tine tasks as
ap ply ing for li cense re newal, ad dress change or van ity
call sign. The FCC says the in tro duc tion of its new
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Ham Radio in Space Reaches Another
Milestone

From the ARRL Letter

Ham ra dio in space has reached an other mile stone with
the suc cess ful in stal la tion and check out of the first Am -
a teur Ra dio on the In ter na tional Space Sta tion (ARISS)
Phase 2 equip ment. The ISS now sports a new
Kenwood TM-D700E dualband trans ceiver in the
Zvezda Ser vice Mod ule—the crew’s liv ing quar ters.
ISS Ex pe di tion 8 Com mander Mike Foale, KB5UAC,
set up the new trans ceiver at NA1SS ear lier this month.
Only of fi cial ap proval is needed to be gin op er a tions.
Ac ti va tion of the new gear will mean a power boost for
the NA1SS downlink sig nal, which could prove es pe -
cially help ful in school group con tacts. The ad di tional
equip ment—which soon will in clude a slow-scan tele -
vi sion (SSTV) sys tem—also opens up new op er a tional

pos si bil i ties. 

The Phase 2 gear will use the four an ten nas in stalled on
the Ser vice Mod ule dur ing space walks in 2002 spe cif i -
cally to sup port Am a teur Ra dio op er a tions. Ad di tion of
the new an ten nas, which will cover from HF to mi cro -
wave fre quen cies, opened the door to de ploy ing the two 
sep a rate ham sta tions aboard the or bit ing out post.
Waiting in the wings is a Yaesu FT-100 HF/VHF/UHF
trans ceiver that could go into space in Jan u ary along
with the new SSTV gear. 

ARISS In ter na tional Chair man Frank Bauer,
KA3HDO, says the sec ond ham sta tion with the
Kenwood trans ceiver is near the Ser vice Mod ule’s din -
ner ta ble and the win dow. “This prime lo ca tion will al -
low the crew to more con ve niently use the ISS ham
ra dio sys tem,” he said. “They’ll be able to look out the
win dow while op er at ing from the Ser vice Mod ule.”   »
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Upcoming Events

Cap i tal City Hamfest
Feb ru ary 6-7, 2004 
TradeMart at Fair grounds in Jack son, POC: Ron Brown, AB5WF, (601) 956-1448
Set-up will start at 1:00 PM on Fri day for deal ers and 3:00 PM and 7:00 AM Sat ur day for non-dealers. Dealer
ta bles will be $20.00 and non-dealer flea mar ket ta bles are $15.00. The Hamfest will be open to the pub lic from 
5:00 un til 8:00 PM on Fri day and 8:00 AM un til 4:00 PM on Sat ur day.Gen eral ad mis sion is $5.00 for adults. 
No charge for youth ages twelve and un der.  Fri day at 6:00 PM we will have a ses sion en ti tled “In tro duc tion to
Ham Ra dio” for pro spec tive hams and in cludes free ad mis sion to the Hamfest on Fri day night. 

The TradeMart build ing is lo cated on the Mis sis sippi State Fair grounds north east of the Col i seum.Take I-55
exit 96-B at High Street then west to the sec ond traf fic light at the main en trance to the fair grounds. The first
build ing on the left is the TradeMart. Talk-in will be on 146.76 (-).  Door prizes will in clude: Grand Prize, IC
706 MKIIG (HF+6m+2m+70 cm), Dual Band Mo bile, Kenwood TM-V7A (Cool Blue), MFJ 259B An tenna
An a lyzer, 3 each Yaesu VX-2R Dual Band Hand Heldand cash cou pons worth $25, $50, and $100 to ward pur -
chase of mer chan dise from Hamfest deal ers. VE Test for all classes of FCC li cense and Level I and II of ECC
will be given at 8:00 AM Sat ur day at the Trade Mart. See www.jxnarc.org for more in for ma tion.

Mis sis sippi QSO Party
Feb ru ary 28, 2004
Spon sored by the Vicksburg ARC, POC: Malcolm Keown, W5XX
Starts at 1500Z Feb.28 and ends at 0300Z Feb. 29. Sug gested fre quen cies are 3545, 7045, 14045, 21045 and
28045 on CW and 3862, 7238, 14275, 21375, and 28375 KHz on SSB, but no WARC band or VHF & above
con tacts. Mis sis sippi hams ex change sig nal re port and their county, and out sid ers give a re port and their SPC
(State, Prov ince, Coun try). Phone con tacts count one point each, while CW is worth two points each.  See
www.arrlmiss.org for com plete rules.



CQ DX!

The DXer’s Toolbox
John Berg man, KC5LK

For the past cou ple of years I have used the Jan u ary
News let ter ar ti cle as a "Year in Re view" type ar ti cle.  
This time it ap pears that I have lost more than a few
gray mat ter cells, be cause I am hav ing dif fi culty
try ing to re mem ber who went where and when they
were there.  

Once again the New Year is upon us and hope fully
some one out there has re solved to be gin work ing
to ward the top of the Honor Roll.  Books have been
writ ten on the sub ject of how to be a suc cess ful
DXer so I will not try to cover
that in one short ar ti cle.  One of 
the things that is most of ten
asked of me is "what is the
QSL route for a par tic u lar
DXpedition," or where do I
send a card to some one that I
just want to send a card to.  The 
other most asked ques tion
con cerns spe cific de tails of a
DXpedition to some very rare
or even semi-rare En tity.

In past years the only re source
for look ing up the elu sive route 
or ad dress was the "Ra dio
Am a teur Callbook" a.k.a. the Callbook, RAC, or the 
Flying Horse Callbook.  To day there are sev eral
callbooks avail able ei ther on line or on CD-ROM. 
Time and space will not per mit a dis cus sion of the
vir tues of each.  I use both types of callbooks to take
ad van tage of the good points of each.  Murphy's
Law informs us that the more im por tant the QSL
card the more likely the data we re ceive will be
in cor rect.  In all cases it is wise to com pare sev eral
sources just to ver ify the data.  DX news let ters are
also good re sources for ob tain ing needed route and
ad dress in for ma tion in ad di tion to news about who
is go ing where and when they will be there.

Let us see where we can find all this re ally im por tant 
in for ma tion.  I will men tion only pub li ca tions that
most of us al ready know about or are free.  CQ
Mag a zine, www.cq-amateur-radio.com  and
"WorldRadio" http://www.wr6wr.com  have
list ings of routes and ad dresses in each is sue. 2 3

"QST" does not have such a list ing but the ARRL
does pro vide a  weekly news let ter avail able to
mem bers via email.  Callbooks, both the RAC and
Buckmaster the two most pop u lar, are avail able from
many sources and have on line up dates avail able to
reg is tered us ers to keep them cur rent.  There are
sev eral weekly news let ters that are avail able free, the
"Ohio/Penn DX News let ter" www.papays.com/opdx
and the "425 DX News" http://www.425dxn.org are
among the best.  Most of the better com mer cial
news let ters ad ver tise in all the Am a teur Ra dio
pub li ca tions.  There are sev eral on line sources of
ad dress and/or route in for ma tion.  Prob a bly the
over all best site is "Path finder"
www.qsl.net/path finder/webclient be cause it has
links to most of the best Man ager and/or ad dress

lookup sites, na tional
callsign serv ers, and past
packet clus ter spots.  A word 
of cau tion about the callsign
serv ers is needed be cause
many of them are in their
na tive lan guage and script.

An other of ten asked
ques tion I read or hear is
"How can I find if I am in the 
log?"  There are sev eral
on line log check sites
per haps the best can be
found at:
http://dx.qsl.net/logs/in dex.

html.  

A new site that has just come to my at ten tion has
in for ma tion about most of the ma jor ex pe di tions of
the past few years in clud ing links to each
DXPeditions log check site, if avail able, QSL
in for ma tion, etc. can be found by con nect ing to:
http://www.dailydx.com/dxpeditions.htm. 

What is ironic about all this that just as soon as you
be come a mem ber of the DX Cen tury Club all these
sources of in for ma tion that you re ally needed to
ob tain your DXCC Award co mes look ing for you. 
You will have news let ter ed i tors, mag a zine pub lisher, 
soft ware de sign ers, and all sorts of in for ma tion
bro kers fill ing your mail box with of fers of how to
ob tain any thing that you may want in the How, When, 
Where, and Why cat e go ries.   The first 100 En tities
are easy.  It is the last 20 that are hard, and ev ery thing
in be tween is prac tice for the last 9.    »

2004 Breland Award Nominations
Sought

The fourth an nual Breland Award will be pre sented at
the Cap i tal City Hamfest in Jack son on Sat ur day, Feb -
ru ary 7, 2004.  This year we are pro mot ing the Breland 
awrd to all young Mis sis sippi am a teur ra dio op er a tors.  
All are in vited to make nom i na tions based on the fol -
low ing cri te ria.  

The nom i nee must be 21 years of age or youn ger.  The
nom i nee should be a li censed am a teur or have a dem -
on strated in ter est in am a teur ra dio.  Sub mit a de scrip -
tion of how the nom i nee has dem on strated that
in ter est, and what the nom i nee might do with the cash
award (i.e., sve for col lege, buy ra dio equip ment, etc.).

A com mit tee will re view all nom i na tions and de ter -
mine the win ner.  Nom i na tions should be sent to Bill
McLarty, KM5GE, via email at KM5GE@arrl.net or
by postal mail to the JARC ad dress, P.O. Box 55643,
Jack son, MS 39296, ar riv ing no later than Fri day, Jan -
u ary 30, 2004.   »

Foundation for Amateur Radio Solicits 
Scholarship Applications 

The Foun da tion for Am a teur Ra dio Inc (FAR), a
non-profit or ga ni za tion head quar tered in Wash ing ton,
DC, plans to ad min is ter 59 schol ar ships for the
2004-2005 ac a demic year to as sist ra dio am a teurs.
Com prised of more than 75 area Am a teur Ra dio clubs, 
FAR fully funds seven of these schol ar ships with in -
come from grants and its an nual hamfest. 

The foun da tion ad min is ters the re main ing 52 with out
cost to the do nors. FAR in vites Am a teur Ra dio li cens -
ees plan ning to pur sue a full-time course of study be -
yond high school and now en rolled in or ac cepted for
en roll ment at an ac cred ited uni ver sity, col lege or tech -
ni cal school to com pete for these schol ar ships. Awards 
range from $500 to $2500. Pref er ence in some cases
goes to res i dents of spe cific geo graph ical ar eas or to
those pur su ing cer tain pro grams of study. 

FAR en cour ages Am a teur Ra dio clubs—es pe cially
those in Del a ware, Florida, Mary land, Ohio, Penn syl -
va nia, Texas, Vir ginia and Wis con sin—to an nounce
these schol ar ship op por tu ni ties at meet ings, in news -
let ters, dur ing train ing classes, on nets and on Web
pages. Ad di tional in for ma tion and an ap pli ca tion form 
is avail able by send ing a let ter or QSL card post -
marked prior to April 30, 2004, to FAR Schol ar ships,
PO Box 831, Riverdale, MD 20738.  »

sys tem, called “ULS Li cense Man ager,” con cludes
phase one of an on go ing ULS over haul by the
Wire less Tele com mu ni ca tions Bu reau. ULS Li cense
Man ager will be com pat i ble with most ma jor Web
brows ers and com puter plat forms and no lon ger will
re quire down loading Java and Java Script files. An
FCC staffer in volved with im ple ment ing ULS
Li cense Man ager notes that all fea tures may not be in
place im me di ately. 

The ULS will re quire all fil ers to log into the sys tem
us ing an FCC Reg is tra tion Num ber (FRN) and
Com mis sion Reg is tra tion Sys tem (CORES)
pass word. Tax payer Iden ti fi ca tion Num bers (TINs)
no lon ger will be ac cepted for log-in pur poses, the
FCC said. Once the new sys tem is up and run ning, all
li censes and ap pli ca tions in the ULS da ta base will be
con verted to the new ULS Li cense Man ager fil ing
en vi ron ment. 

There’s also a new pa per ver sion of FCC Form 605,
dated De cem ber 2003. One change is that Form 605
no lon ger re quests a date of birth and will only ac cept
an FRN and CORES pass word. There are no
Am a teur Ser vice-related changes to any Form 605
sched ules. The FCC says Am a teur Ser vice ap pli cants 
may con tinue to use the March 2001 (or later) edi tion
of Form 605, al though it en cour ages use of the
new est ver sion. The new FCC Form 605 now is
avail able via the FCC Web site at:

http://www.fcc.gov/Forms/Form605/605.html. 

To as sist with any ULS is sues, the Tech ni cal Sup port
Hot line staff will be avail able Sunday, De cem ber 14,
from 10 AM un til 6 PM EST. Nor mal hours are
week days (ex cept hol i days) from 8 AM un til 6 PM
East ern Time. 

Tech ni cal Sup port is avail able via the FCC Web site
at http://esupport.fcc.gov/ or tele phone
877-480-3201 (TTY 202-414-1255). ULS li cens ing
sup port and forms in for ma tion is avail able week days
(ex cept hol i days) from 8 AM un til 5:30 PM East ern
Time via e-mail at ulshelp@fcc.gov, or tele phone
888-CALLFCC (225-5322), Op tion 2 (us ers also
may call 717-338-2888).    »

New Uni ver sal Li censing Sys tem In ter face, con tin -
ued from page 1


